
We recently changed the name of the website and you can keep up to date with everything going  
on at www.the-granges.co.uk 

As we mentioned previously, we are now bringing  
this newsletter to you every quarter for a three 
month look ahead. It will be delivered to you in both 
print and via email. 

If you would prefer print or email only, rather than 
both, no longer wish to receive the newsletter, or 
you have any other questions, please contact us at 
thegrangesteam@abri.co.uk
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Welcome to our new look newsletter which we are 
now calling The Granges – the brand name for the 
redevelopment of Sawyers Close. With building work 
started you will see The Granges increasingly used on 
communication materials and across the estate. 

Keep up to date on what’s happening. Visit the-granges.co.uk	 	      				              



Building work starts on first 61 new homes 
Whether you live on the estate or locally you will notice that work is now well and truly underway building 
The Granges. This followed the Royal Borough of Windsor & Maidenhead’s approval for our Section 73 
planning application, which we wrote about in earlier newsletters. 

The machines rolled in last month and started laying the foundations on the first 61 brand new affordable 
homes, all for existing residents, in the regeneration (Block D).To mark the occasion, we invited local ward 
councillors Alison Carpenter and Helen Price to join Abri and our construction partners The Hill Group on site.  

We are always looking for residents or neighbours to join us when we have a photo opportunity, so if you are 
interested, please contact us at the email above. 

   Councillors Alison Carpenter & Helen Price on site 

 Upcoming building work 
•	 Block D foundation work will complete by end of 

2025. Above ground building work (floors, walls, 
etc) will also start by the end of September.  

•	 In October we plan to start building the next 
121 new homes (Block C). We will begin with 
laying the foundations, which we expect to be 
completed by mid-January 2026.  

•	 Work recently started on the main sewage works 
which will connect to Block D and are expected to 
finish in October.  

Your Homes update 
You will have seen lots of activity on the estate over 
the last three months with residents choosing to 
move to new homes in the surrounding areas and 
Winwood residents moving to flats in other blocks as 
we prepare to demolish the building. 

There have been 38 moves from Winwood over the 
summer, and our Resettlement Officers are currently 
working very hard to move the remaining residents. 
Our thanks to those former Winwood residents for 
their cooperation and patience. By moving out, they 
have allowed us to speed up the delivery of the new 
homes significantly.  

Once these moves are complete, our next steps  
will be to re-look at the housing needs of all 
residents and start to allocate new homes as the 
redevelopment progresses. 

It’s important that you let us know if your 
circumstances have changed since we came to 
visit you last year to undertake your housing needs 
assessment. If there is anything we need to know 
about, please contact either Gemma or Janet on 0300 
123 1567 or alternatively, at Hello@Abri.co.uk 

Parking permit scheme update 
Thank you to everybody who turned up to our  
recent drop-in sessions about the parking scheme. 
Following these sessions, we are now finalising the 
scheme and will write to you shortly with details on 
how to apply for a permit and when the scheme will 
start. The permit scheme allows us to ensure that 
only residents, their visitors and service providers 
(e.g. deliveries, Abri teams, etc) can park on the estate 
in future. 



	   Creating 
Communites



Residents wanted to help plan events  
and alert us to any issues  
As we mentioned in our last newsletter we are looking for residents to team up with us 
through the redevelopment, helping us in these areas: 

1.	 Having eyes on the ground to raise issues as quickly as possible with us in the project team, so we can 
decide the best way forward to tackle them. 

2.	 Helping make the new development an inclusive place where people take pride in where they live, by 
working together to deliver events and action days that’ll build a real sense of community. 

Email us if you would like to get involved at thegrangesteam@abri.co.uk 

Baseline Research – finding out what 
matters to you and shaping the future 

We recently wrote to you with a sneak peak of 
highlights from our first survey asking about your 
life on the estate and the services you receive. 
Over half of existing households took part, which 
is a great result. The survey gives us a snapshot of 
how residents feel about their homes, the area and 
the service you get from Abri. By gathering this 
information before the regeneration gets underway, 
it allows us to monitor how attitudes change as the 
work progresses, and the new homes and amenities 
become available.  

Since then, we have published the full research report 
at Shaping the future of Sawyers Close: insights from 
our baseline survey 

Here are a few key things you told us: 

Residents reported a lower life satisfaction and 
sense of purpose, along with higher anxiety and 
lower happiness, compared to those in Windsor, 
Maidenhead and the UK overall. 

Residents were most satisfied with the quality of 
green spaces, Abri’s contributions to their community 
and the overall service Abri provides. 

When asked about the regeneration, residents  
most often expressed excitement, concerns over  
slow progress and ongoing issues with their property 
or repairs. 

To monitor satisfaction throughout the regeneration, 
we’ll be conducting a six-monthly ‘check-in’ survey. 
We will be back in touch in early 2026 when we carry 
out the next survey - it would be great if you took 
part. We will, of course, share those results too. 

Keep up to date on what’s happening. Visit the-granges.co.uk	 	      				              

https://www.the-granges.co.uk/news/shaping-the-future-of-sawyers-close-insights-from-our-baseline-survey
https://www.the-granges.co.uk/news/shaping-the-future-of-sawyers-close-insights-from-our-baseline-survey




Recent Events: 
Family fun day: 

Thank you to all the families and residents who 
came to join in with the start on site celebrations 
at the end of August. We saw 58 people come along 
and enjoy games and inflatables, along with free  
ice cream and unlimited pizza and a very good 
coffee van. 

All the activities and refreshments were funded by 
Hill and their contractors as part of their social  
value programme.  

Everyone who attended was asked what 
activities they would like to see happen while the 
redevelopment is happening and what charities they 
would like to see us donate to. 

Young Persons event – how can we best 
use the community spaces? 

Thanks to all the young people and parents who 
attended the youth engagement event this summer, 
organised and run with the Youth Council. More 
than 50 people came along to listen to a DJ on the 
decks, eat pizza and enter a prize draw in return for 
completing a short survey on how we can best use 
the community spaces on the estate. 

There were 23 surveys completed, and these were 
the top results: 

•	 The preferred spaces whilst the building work is 
taking place are a games room and a social area  

•	 However, once the development has finished, 
the most preferred space is a gym 

We will be using this feedback to tailor our 
initiatives for young people in the area.  

The Winner of the Young Persons Raffle to win 
2x £40 merlin vouchers was Felicity O’Carroll. 
Congratulations and we hope you had a fun day out 
with a friend! 

Upcoming Events.

Weds 5th November - Cooking for one, every 
Wednesday afternoon for six weeks with the 
community chef. The Granges (Sawyers Close) 
Community Room. Times will be advertised 
nearer the first session. Contact Danielle 
Welburn for more information. 

Every Monday afternoon 1- 2.30pm. Coffee 
afternoon. The Granges (Sawyers Close) 
Community Room 

Keep an eye on the digital boards as 
we will also have lots more events 
coming up.



Update on Building  
and Fire Safety works  
We have a new Building Safety Manager for the four existing buildings, Samsondeen Akindele.  
He can be contacted on 0300 123 1567 or via email at contactbuildingsafety@abri.co.uk

The Building Safety Resident Engagement Strategy Consultations for each of the four  
buildings finished last month.  We are now analysing the feedback and will use this to  
help us update the safety strategies for each of the buildings and provide the information  
you have requested. Thank you to everybody who responded.  

We recently wrote to you about the boarding over 
of glass blocks. We should be finishing this work just 
around the time this newsletter reaches you! The 
container outside Broadleys will be removed shortly 
after this work has been completed.  

Work is continuing to improve fire strategy in the 
existing blocks. This has involved accessing your 
homes to install upgraded alarm systems. These 
systems have enhanced smoke detection and 
monitoring capabilities.  

If you have not yet had an upgrade, please arrange 
an appointment as soon as you can by contacting 
Lightning Safety Systems on 02392 268999 option 1. 
When all flats have been upgraded, we will be able to 
stop the Waking Watch. 

Finally, once we have got all the paperwork signed 
off, we hope to start work on site carrying out fire 
stopping and replacing fire doors in Spring 2026.  
 

Update on Lifts 
We would like to apologise for the lifts going out of service in the blocks, which we know has occurred over this 
summer. To try and prevent this happening, we will be installing a remote monitoring system that can help us 
diagnose issues before a breakdown occurs. 

We aim to attend all reported breakdowns within four hours (one hour if people are trapped) and are able to 
resolve most issues on the same day. We will also continue to service lifts monthly. 



How to get in touch: 
We are here to help you and will do our best to 
answer your questions. When we don’t have the 
answers ourselves, we will point you to the team 
who can best help you out. 

We are aware there have been issues with noise 
and dust over the summer for residents and our 
neighbours. Some disruption is inevitable on a 
building site of this scale, but we will try to minimise 
this as much as we can. Hill, our contractors, have 
acquired dust monitors to help control the dust issue. 
Our contractors also work to set hours of Monday 
-Friday: 8am-6pm, Saturday: 8am-1pm with Sunday & 
bank holidays closed. 

Occasionally they will need to work outside these 
times, but we will endeavour to alert you to these  
in advance. 

We have two set times each week when you can 
come to The Granges ( Sawyers Close) Community 
Room and see us: 

•	 The Opportunities Hub. Every Wednesday  
10am-12 noon 

•	 Regeneration drop-in. Every Thursday  
10am-12 noon 

•	 Outside of these times, if you are a resident 
or a neighbour and you have a question about 
the regeneration or would like to raise an 
issue that affects you, please write to us at 
thegrangesteam@abri.co.uk and we will get back 
to you with an answer. 

We have had a couple of instances recently where  
we have been shouted at in the office. We cannot 
tolerate verbal or physical abuse. We appreciate there 
is a lot going on and at times this might be stressful, 
but it is important we work together. Please be kind 
and respectful and treat us as you would like to be 
treated yourselves.  

Keep up to date with all the latest news  
at www.the-granges.co.uk


